
 
MUET 5020: Anthropology of Sound 

 
Fall 2019                    Office: Music, rm. 318  
Professor: Dr. Cathy Ragland      Office hours: Tu 1-2pm/Th 10-11am,               
Class times: Tues. 2-4:50pm                                                or by appointment 
Classroom: Music, rm. 293                                              Email: catherine.ragland@unt.edu  
        
This course aims to sensitize students to the presence of sounds in everyday life. 
More than just a phenomenological account of sound, the course proposes to 
consider all sound-related dimensions (noise, music, voice, etc.) as significant 
elements of research and analysis. It further takes sound seriously as something to 
reflect upon from an anthropological perspective. Examining sound from a cross-
cultural perspective, this course attempts to open up a dialogue with alternative 
sonic practices and thus ultimately challenge many taken-for-granted notions 
underlying contemporary theories of culture. In the end, this course proposes an 
anthropology that more seriously engages with its own history as a sounded 
discipline and moves forward in ways that incorporate the social and cultural 
sounded world more fully.  
 

Books 
Required:  
Novak, David and Matt Sakakeeny, eds. 2015. Keywords in Sound. Duke University 
Press.  
 
Bull, Michael and Les Back, eds. 2003. The Auditory Culture Reader. Berg.  
 
Recommended: 
Sterne, Jonathan, ed. 2012. The Sound Studies Reader. Routledge.  
 
Attali, Jacques. 1977. Noise: The Political Economy of Music. Translated by Brian 
Massumi. University of Minnesota Press.  
 
 

Readings 
All readings not in the required books are posted on Blackboard. You should 
complete the readings in time to contribute to the weekly email conversation.  
 
Activities, Assignments and Evaluation  
I. Participation in Class Discussions  
I expect everyone to attend and participate regularly in class discussions. You 
should come every week ready to discuss the readings. I notice (and appreciate it) 
when students make good contributions to the course on the discussion posts and 
in-class discussions and presentations.  
Requirements for class discussion are as follows: good faith, attention to the 
readings, and relevance to the course. If you have something critical to say, be ready 
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to explain how the article/chapter could be improved. If you disagree with the 
premise of the article/chapter, then read for what motivates the argument. 2  
 
Since class is small, I won’t send around an attendance sign-up sheet. However, if 
you have three un-excused absences, your final grade drops down a full letter grade. 
I understand there may be an emergency, however, always discuss with me in 
advance if you will be absent from class. This is important both for my sake and for 
better facilitation of our class time which relies on student participation and 
preparation of materials for discussion. 
 
II. Weekly Discussion Facilitation and Discussion Posts (50%)  
(a) Beginning the third week, we will read a short “key word” essay along with at 
least two (or more) articles.  Teams of three students will lead discussion on one 
article each. Discussion leading teams should spend extra time on the reading and 
be prepared to discuss them in depth. Depending on enrollment and other factors, 
you may perform one role more than the others (alternating each week). Feel free to 
coordinate and work together in preparation for each class.  
 
Discussant #1 will lead the discussion by posing any questions and/or by calling 
our attention to (and critiquing) primary arguments of their own or perhaps 
consider those I have posed as prompts for discussion board submissions in 
advance (if you like).  
 
Discussant #2 will bring in and address questions and topics other than those I 
have already made available (see Discussant #1). Some (but not all) of these should 
come from discussion posts (on Blackboard) from other students in the class 
(should be posted weekly by Monday evening prior to class).  
 
Discussants #1 and #2: You should aim to get at the most important issues in the 
readings, which will also mean prioritizing them, since we will need to get to every 
reading every week. Questions can be oriented around anything from really basic 
content questions (like “what does the passage on p. 25 mean?”) all the way up to 
“big picture” issues that connect the week’s readings with other discussions we’ve 
had in the course. Feel free (and I encourage you) to offer critiques, reference any 
other related readings, and bring in any sound/visual examples to illustrate a point. 
 
The “Selector” will bring in an object for us to discuss in relation to the readings. 
This may be an image, a sound recording, video, or anything else you see fit to bring 
to class. If you need any equipment not already available in the room, please let me 
know by Monday morning prior to Tuesdays class (or sooner).  
 
(b) Discussion Posts: Each week, everyone will submit a discussion post on both 
readings by 5pm Monday (before Tuesday class). In the post, submit a question 
and/or point you would like to discuss in the class. Note, there may be a short 
written assignment in lieu of the posts.  
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(c) Response Paper: Everyone should select one reading/article (approx. 3 pages) 
 
III. Book Report (20%) and Final Paper/Project (30%)  
Sound Studies Book Report/Critique presented to class using power point, prezi or 
other presentation format (no written paper) – due October 22  
 
2-page final project proposal (with bibliography) - due October 29  
 
Final project/paper/presentation - due Monday, December 9 
 
Final Project/Paper Options (15 - 20 pages)  
The individual paper will have the following general components: The paper will 
have a title page and be typed in 12 point font using Times Roman font style. It 
should be double-spaced. All pages, except the title page should be numbered. A title 
page will list the title of paper, date, course name and number, instructor’s name. 
Each paper should have complete bibliographic references given, including web 
page links. All citations given in the paper should include last name of author, year 
of publication, and page number. Please use Chicago Manuel of Style for citations 
and formatting. 
 
You have three options for the final paper/project (open to 
interpretation/discussion, clear with me):  
 
1. Synthesis/Analysis/Research Paper  
(a) Synthesize a methodological or theoretical approach (or approaches) from a few 
of the readings assigned for the course and apply it to your own sound study of a 
phenomenon out in the world. This paper may include some original research, but it 
is not intended to be a massive research undertaking. Proposals for this option 
should include a discussion of the proposed theoretical or methodological 
framework and your chosen object of study. If research is required, you  
should explain what it is and how you will finish it by the end of the term. Ideally, 
proposals will also discuss early hypotheses or “try out” an aspect of your approach. 
(15-20 pages) 
(b) A research paper (not written before this class) that involves some fieldwork 
and methodological approach that engages and answers a particular intellectual 
question. This option must engage with a topic/or topics discussed in class readings. 
The paper should also engage in at least one sound studies project by another 
scholar. 
 
2. Revision Paper  
For this paper, you will take a piece of writing (somehow relevant to the course) 
that you’ve already begun and revise it toward a concrete end (for instance, for 
publication in a journal, a chapter in a thesis/dissertation), using materials from the 
course to refine your thinking about your project and develop your analysis. Keep in 
mind that the purpose of this option is to facilitate extended reflection upon 
research you have already undertaken; it is not to facilitate further research. 
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Proposals for this option should include a discussion of the project as it currently 
stands; why and how you want to rewrite it for this course; a substantive plan for 
further revision – especially in terms of how you want to make your argument based 
on class discussion and theoretical approaches in ”sound studies”, your vision of the 
paper’s intellectual or political task; and a discussion of other work that you need to 
do in order to be able to rewrite the paper (such as additional outside reading or 
revisiting source materials). You should include the current version of the paper to 
the proposal. (15-20 pages) 
3: Sound Project and Paper  
(a) This project and paper may be the most difficult, but for some, the most 
rewarding. It can be a combination video/audio-sound project/composition/sound 
art/installation, media project, etc. with a written paper of at least 10 pages. If you 
choose this option you must discuss with me for approval before you submit 
the proposal.  
 
 

Course Topic Schedule (subject to change) 
 

A detailed reading list will be available separately and on Canvas 
 
Week 1 (Aug 27): Introduction 
 
Week 2 (Sept 3): Thinking about Sound  
 
Week 3 (Sept 10): From Sound to Soundscapes  
 
Week 4 (Sept 17): Human/Non-Human Acoustemologies 
 
Week 5 (Sept 24): Anthropology of the Senses  
 
Week 6 (Oct 1): The Value of Noise  
 
Week 7 (Oct 8): Sound, Culture, Technology I: Sound Reproduction (A Short 
History) 
 
Week 8: (Oct 15) Sound, Culture, Technology II: The Soundscape of Modernity 
 
*Week 9: (Oct 22): DUE: Sound Studies Book Critique and Presentations 
 
*Week 10: (Oct 29): Sound in Spaces and Places  
DUE: Final Project proposals 
 
Week 11: (Nov. 5): Listening and the Voice 
 
Week 12 (Nov 12): Eco-musicology and Sound Environmentalism? 
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Week 13 (Nov 19): TBA - Selected Ethnographies in Sound? 
 
Week 14 (Nov 26): Final Paper/Project Presentations (conference style) 
 
Week 15 (Dec 3): Final Paper/Project Presentations (conference style) 
 
*Final Papers Due via Canvas by Monday, Dec. 9 
 
 

IMPORTANT UNIVERSITY POLICY INFORMATION 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular 
assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. 
Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may 
impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" 
includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking 
quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond 
those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving 
problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without 
permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff 
member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or 
resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission 
from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair 
advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or 
negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished 
work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the 
knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another 
person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic 
materials.  

LINK:  http://vpaa.unt.edu/dcgcover/resources/integrity 
 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or 
other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be 
tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable 
behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the 
student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct 
violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student 
conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic 
classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  

LINK:  Student Code of Conduct -  

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT  

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
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Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs 
at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to 
your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that 
explains Eagle Connect.   

LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/  
 
ODA STATEMENT  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for 
students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register 
with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a 
disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in 
a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices 
of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to 
avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member 
prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of 
Disability Accommodation. 

LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323) 
 
Fall 2019 Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates) 

https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-add-drop 
 

 
Academic Calendar at a Glance, 2019-2020 

https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2019-20/calendar 
 
Final Exam Schedule 

https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall  
 
 
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress 
  
Graduates 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to 
receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in 
addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on 
total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative 
GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the 
published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not maintain the 
required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.    
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised 
that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future 
financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an 

http://my.unt.edu/
http://eagleconnect.unt.edu/
http://disability.unt.edu/
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-add-drop
https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2019-20/calendar
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall
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academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the 
Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course. 

LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS  
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by 
the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), 
and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at 
least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the 
Blackboard/Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, 
is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to 
view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be 
divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are 
encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance 
with those mandates. 

Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 

 
COUNSELING AND TESTING 
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose 
position includes 16 hours per week of dedicated service to students in the 
College of Music and the College of Visual Arts and Design.  Please visit the 
Center’s website for further information:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-
and-testing-services.  For more information on mental health issues, please visit:  
https://speakout.unt.edu. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
http://ferpa.unt.edu/
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
https://speakout.unt.edu/

